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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1,312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Edward M. Livingston on Wednesday, September 22, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Abstract : 

Line 1 , replaced "pig-tail" with -spiral-. 
Line 2, replaced "movable" with -slidabie-. 

Specification : 

Amend the paragraph beginning on Page 5, line 1 as follows: 

Referring to FIG. 1, the dehooking device with slidabie bite sleeve has a rod 1^ 
a predetermined length , preferably made of steel, that is attached to a handle 3 at a first 
end such that an axis of the handle is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the rod and 
has a pig ta i l spiral looped hook removal end 2 at a second end. The rod 1 is 
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surrounded by a movable cylindrical bite sleeve 4, preferably made of plasti c, that is 
freely slidable along the length of the rod 1 such that the sleeve is capable of both 
abutting a surface of the handle 3 when the sleeve is positioned at the first end of the 
rod and abutting the spiral looped hook removal end 2 when the sleeve is positioned at 
the second end of the rod . The pig tail spiral looped hook removal end 2 of the rod 1 
has a rounded end 5 so as not to injure the insides of the fish or sea creature. 

Amend the paragraph beginning after Page 6, line 1 1 as follows: 

The advantage of using a p i g tai l sprial looped hook removal end 2 is that it 
allows for greater security of a fishing line 8 over traditional hooks having a C-shape, U- 
shape or other rounded shapes wherein a portion of the hook is open. 

Claims : 

Claim 1 . A dehooking device with slidable bite sleeve comprising: 
a rod having a predetermined length; 

a handle having an axis that is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said rod 
and attachabl e which is attached to one end of said rod; 

a p i g tai l spiral looped hook removal end at the opposite end of the rod from the 
handle; and 

a mov e able slidable bite sleeve surrounding the rod and being freelv slidable 
along the length of the rod such that said sleeve is capable of both abutting a surface of 
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said handle when said sleeve is positioned at the one end of said rod and abutting said 
spiral looped hook removal end when said sleeve is positioned at the opposite end of 
the rod . 

Claim 2, line 2, replaced "pig-tail" with -spiral-. 
Claim 2, line 3, replaced "pig-tail" with -spiral-. 
Claim 3, line 3, replaced "movable" with -slidable-. 
Claim 3, line 4, replaced "movable" with -slidable-. 
Claim 3, line 5, replaced "movable" with -slidable-. 
Claim 3, line 6, replaced "movable" with -slidable-. 

Claim 6. A method for using a dehooking device with slidable bite sleeve consisting of a 
rod having a predetermined length; a handle having an axis that is perpendicular to a 
longitudinal axis of said rod and attachab le being attached to one end of said rod; a 
tai* spiral looped hook removal end at a second end of the rod opposite the handle; and 
a mov a bl e slidable bite sleeve surrounding the rod and being freelv slidable along the 
length of the rod such that said sleeve is capable of abutting either a surface of said 
handle or said spiral looped hook removal end, comprising the steps of: 

a. holding the movabl e slidable bite sleeve close to the handle; 

b. placing the device on a fishing line leader at a 90 degree angle with the 
pig toil spiral looped hook removal end facing upwards; 


Application/Control Number: 10/712,731 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3643 

c. pulling the handle towards a user while maintaining leader tension until the 
p i g toi l spiral looped hook removal end engages the fishing line leader; 

d. turning the handle % turn clockwise so the leader is in the a center of the 
p i g tail spiral looped hook removal end; 

e. releasing the movable slidable bite sleeve so it falls to th o bottom the 
second end of the rod; 

f. inserting the pig tai l spiral looped hook removal end into a mouth of an 
animal; 

g. inserting the mov a bl e slidable bite sleeve into the mouth of an animal; 

h. sliding the rod further into the animal, following the leader; 

i. giving a sharp jab downward on the handle when the p i g tai l spiral looped 
hook removal end is resting on an ingested hook; 

j. pulling the rod out of the animal until it stops at the movab l e slidable bite 
sleeve; and 

k. removing the entire device from the animal when the animal opens its 

mouth. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3733. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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